
Sappi. Eco. Effective.

Sappi Certificates
Chain of Custody
Our fibre sourcing is transparent  
and traceable

Saw mill
30% of our wood needs 
are covered by wood chips,
a saw mill by-product.  
This cascaded use of wood 
optimizes material efficiency.
 

Wood purchasing
Our wood procurement 
team meets our pulp mill’s 
needs, combining logistics 
and security of certified 
wood supply.

Our transparent reporting with 
regard to countries of origin and 
species used is backed up by 
independent third party verification. 
Did you know that it is easier for 
you to trace the origin of our fibres 
than the origin of most of the  
food you eat?

Customer
With a verification system in 
place higher up the supply 
chain, the printer only has to 
check that the certification 
claim is correct on the invoices 
and delivery documents.

Paper mill
Each Sappi mill has its own 
chain of custody coordinator. 
Internal and additional exter-
nal auditing ensures that only 
risk assessed fibres are used 
for paper production.

Consumers
The end user can see the 
FSC® or PEFC™ logo on 
the final product as a proof  
of our promise.

Forestry
All of our fibre comes from 
controlled sources and at 
least 70% of all our fibres 
are sourced from FSC® or 
PEFC™ certified forests.
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Chain of custody certification allows 
a transfer of forest products from the 
certified forest to the consumer. 
Everyone in the chain of custody requires independent, third party 
certification. Although this entails a lot of effort, it ensures that stan-
dards are met and that consumers know for certain that they have 
 contributed to sustainable forestry with their product purchase.

Value Chain of Forest products 
We use pulpwood directly sourced from forests, and wood chips, to 
make paper. The quality of these forestry by-products is not high 
enough for use by other wood users. As a result we play a very impor-
tant role in the forest product value chain. Why waste wood by burning 
it directly to make energy, when you can make renewable energy from 
wood-based products like paper? Concretely, pulpwood is used 2.4 
times when used as paper, and only once when used to make energy. 
The pulp and paper industry creates seven jobs for every one created 
by the biomass energy industry, and is worth five times the value. The 
great thing about paper: it can be used many times and the residues 
from waste paper processing are used for green energy generation.1

One year of business: 12 million trees
Sappi finances the planting of 12 million seedlings by external growers 
every year in order to cover our wood supply needs. This is equivalent 
to the planting of 22 trees on average per minute.2

Life cycle
When our paper becomes waste, the cycle usually starts again. The 
value of waste paper tends to be high enough to cover collection and 
sorting costs. Consequently there has always been strong demand  
for waste paper. This is a process we all can support by recycling all 
our paper waste.

1  Udo Mantau, University of Hamburg 2011, Wood Flows in Europe (EU 27), http://www.cepi.org/wood_flows_in_europe / Pöyry 2012,  
Employment and Value added – a comparison between the European pulp and paper industry and the bioenergy sector

2  Sappi Europe Sustainability Report 2013


